50                          THE GOVERNMENT  OF VICHY
Negotiations continued, and at the beginning of September the
Government's return to Paris seemed to be only a matter of days.
Already the newspapers were publishing photographs of the house
at Versailles that had been requisitioned for the Marshal.
But Laval must needs go too far along the road of collaboration,
or engineer a plot against the Marshal, which brings us to the
sensation of December 13. Laval was thrown out of the Ministry,
replaced by Flandin, and even held under arrest for a short time.
Later the Marshal was to become officially reconciled with him,
but without recalling him to share in the counsels of the
Government.
Had Laval come to an agreement with the Reich including an
important reduction of the war indemnity, the return to France
of the Nord and the Pas-de-Calais, and the freeing of the prisoners
of war, as was stated in a number of U Illustration suppressed
by Vichy? Had he besides obtained Italy's withdrawal of her
territorial demands and a limitation to Alsace and Lorraine of the
territories to be given up to Germany (New York Times> February
7, 1941)? It is difficult at present to clear up this point. In any
case these 'peace' conditions must have been accompanied by
singularly onerous counter-terms for the Marshal to decide to break
away from Laval as he did.
At all events, from that moment negotiations for collaboration
were carried on essentially within the framework of the armistice
and no longer with an eventual peace treaty in mind. And in his
broadcast speech of April 7, 1941, the Marshal definitely stated that
honour enjoined upon France "not to take any action against her
former allies."
But the policy of collaboration found expression at the time of
the ministerial changes of February 24 in the appointment of a
delegate-general in charge of economic relations with the Reich,
Jacques Bernard, who had followed the question from the very
outset.
II. Darlan
The negotiations carried on direct between Chancellor Hitler and
Admiral Darlan brought the policy of collaboration into a new path.
By virtue of a first agreement, concluded on May 7, the line
of demarcation was opened in general to admit the passage of
goods and securities with a few exceptions (gold and currency).
Travellers were permitted to go from one zone to the other in
case of serious illness, the death of a near relation, or important
family affairs. Correspondence by means of ordinary plain post-
cards' (non-pictorial) was allowed (Radio-Paris, May 7 and 15,
1941).